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September 21, 2017

The Honorable Wilbur L. Ross, Jr.
Secretary

U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Secretary Ross,

[ am writing in regards to the Department of Commerce’s ongoing antidumping and
countervailing duty investigations of biodiesel imports from Argentina and Indonesia. The issue
requires your important leadership in examining foreign subsidy programs to ensure that a level
playing field exists for our domestic producers of biodiesel. I urge you to consider the need for
price adjustments and calculations to guard against subsidized foreign production.

There are nearly 300 domestic producers across America that are affected by foreign imports of
biodiesel, including the 85 million gallon capacity Archer Daniels Midland Co. (ADM) facility
in Velva, North Dakota. This facility provides a stable market for canola farmers as 65 percent of
our canola grown in North Dakota is used in ADM’s biodiesel production. In 2016, American
biodiesel producers refined 1.5 billion gallons of biodiesel, a volume that has risen steadily over
nearly two decades. We must work to protect our domestic production growth and allow
consumers to access a cleaner, cost effective, American made fuel option.

Investigating the dumping of subsidized biodiesel from foreign entities is also an important issue
to the 21,000 American farmers who grow and supply the feedstock for our biofuel producers.
These farmers need a stable and productive market to continue to economically grow biodiesel
feedstock instead of a depressed market due to foreign dumping. The combined effect of this
dumping and subsidization has been a surge of biodiesel imports from Argentina and Indonesia
of over 450 percent from 2014 to 2016. That growth has taken 18.3 percentage points of market
share from U.S. producers. The resulting trade imbalance has been at the expense of American
farmers, workers, and biodiesel.

It is important for the United States to support biofuels and the Renewable Fuel Standard in our
pursuit of an all-of-the-above energy strategy. We must ensure a level playing field for American
biodiesel producers in order to strengthen and grow this new and important industry.

Sincerely,
el 6;
Heidi Heitkamp
United States Senate
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